A UK literature review of progressive long-term neurological conditions.
Progressive long-term neurological conditions are relatively rare, and policy attention has only recently been directed at community services for people with these conditions. This literature review draws together findings from 16 UK studies relating to the provision of care in the community for people with progressive long-term neurological conditions. The purpose is to identify elements of best practice which could be promoted at a national level to improve services. The findings point to the uneven coverage of services and their lack of flexibility. Multidisciplinary care delivery was considered essential and patients and carers highly valued the use of key workers. The studies also highlighted the potential for self-managed care. This evidence can be used to inform service developments for the delivery of community care for people with progressive long-term neurological conditions.